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Abstract 
The aim of this research was to know how educative cartoon film improved students’ 
speaking at the tenth grade students of MAN 2 Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018. 
The research was conducted with Classroom Action Research in two cycles. The subject 
of this research was 38 students in class X MIPA 4. The researcher used observational 
checklists, field notes, and speaking performance as tools to collect the data. The result 
showed that the use of educative cartoon film improved students’ speaking. Based on the 
observational checklists and field notes, it showed that the students and the teacher’s 
behavior changed during the teaching and learning process that caused the students to be 
more enthusiastic and focus in teaching and learning activity. Furthermore, from the 
speaking performance, the students did not stutter anymore and displayed less tension 
while performing their speaking in front of the class. As the result, the researcher 
recommends the teacher in high school settings to use educative cartoon film as teaching 
media to teach speaking in order to help students focus and improve their speaking.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Speaking is one of the language skills 
that should be mastered by the students. In 
speaking taught for Indonesian students as 
English as Foreign Language (EFL) learners, 
the students need to deal with the foreign 
language. In addition, they need to be able to 
acquire and produce it into spoken form. The 
students need to be able to speak to share their 
ideas and to communicate with others. 
Speaking is one of the effective ways to share 
thoughts and ideas. However, there are still a 
lot of students who have difficulties in 
speaking.  
Based on the researcher’s observation at 
Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 2 Pontianak, she 
found that the tenth grade students of X MIPA 
4 could not speak well. From the researcher’s 
observation, the students were silent and 
passive in the classroom. They did not seem 
to pay their attention on the lesson given. The 
students were also hesitant during the teaching 
and learning process. When they were asked 
to come to the front of the class to speak, they 
hesitated to say the words. This act of 
hesitation made them stuttering, nervous, and 
not fluent when they were trying to speak in 
front of the classroom. Even more, they were 
just silent in front of the class and could not 
express their ideas. From the researcher’s 
interview with the teacher, it was found that 
the teacher only followed the source given on 
the course book and used the tools in the 
classroom without using any other supporting 
media to make students focused. Moreover, 
when the researcher asked the students about 
how the teacher taught speaking in the 
classroom, the students did say that they were 
being taught just by using course book the 
whole time and it made them feel bored and 
not enthusiastic in the teaching learning 
English. In conclusion, the reasons why 
students could not speak well were because 
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students were not enthusiastic, felt hesitant, 
and teacher’s previous media in teaching and 
learning activity. 
In order to solve the problems which 
were students’ enthusiasm, hesitation, and 
teacher’s previous teaching media, the 
researcher offered the teacher to use educative 
cartoon film. This media is a tool brought to 
the classroom and is an interesting and 
authentic media to encourage students to 
speak. In a previous study conducted by 
Bahrani and Sim (2012) about the effect of 
audiovisual news, cartoons, and film as the 
sources of authentic language input and 
language proficiency enhancement, it was 
found that cartoon films create low affective 
filter environment and increases motivation 
which boost language development. They add 
that cartoon films are not only served to 
entertain the students, but also served as 
language input to improve students’ 
proficiency in speaking. However, using 
cartoon film as the media to improve students’ 
speaking is too broad, the researcher tried to 
conduct the research by using educative 
cartoon film. One of the ways to encourage 
students to speak is by using the film that 
contains the authentic language in it. Some 
cartoon film presents the real language and 
situation that teacher cannot do in the 
classroom and it can be used as one of the 
media to teach speaking. Besides, it gives 
students the chances to find the message that 
is tried to be delivered in the film. 
Educative cartoon film is one of the 
works of art that serves moving and colored 
images that is created for the purpose of 
education. According to Hamalik (as cited in 
Aziz and Sulicha, 2016), cartoon film is an 
audio visual tool that gives better 
understanding for the students because it 
presents authentic language in ways that 
teacher cannot do. He also declares that 
cartoon film is a useful media to deliver the 
message because from cartoon film, the 
students know who is speaking, what the 
situation is, where the speaker is, and what the 
speakers are doing. It means that, cartoon film 
is not also for the entertainment for the 
audiences, but is also as the media in learning 
activity. 
Educative cartoon film is the film that is 
made for the purpose of teaching and learning 
activity. Resnick (2018) states that cartoon 
films can be educative if the movie makers 
propose to bring about a change in the 
audiences’ attitude and behavior. He asserts 
that while an educative dimension does not 
essentially take away from the movie’s 
entertainment worth, its entertainment in the 
movie may be more effective in getting its 
message across.  
Educative cartoon film is an animated 
film that is served to give education, 
inspiration, and entertainment for those who 
watch it. It is not just cartoon film that is 
made by the popular labels, such as Disney, 
Pixar, and any other popular label. Unlike any 
other cartoon films produced by popular label 
that is created for the purpose of 
entertainment, educative cartoon film is more 
like an interesting media used for the purpose 
of teaching and learning activity in the 
classroom. It is basically found on the internet 
and uploaded by the channel specified in 
teaching and learning, such as TedTalks, 
Englishforkids, and so on. The film 
sometimes contains the material that matches 
with the material that the students are going to 
learn in the classroom, for example if the 
material is about folktales, so the film itself 
will be about story of folktales too. Educative 
cartoon film contains the story related to the 
material in the classroom. The duration of the 
film is just about 3-10 minutes with the 
English subtitle in the film. Educative cartoon 
film is served as the media to help students 
focus in the classroom.  
Educative cartoon film is one of the tools 
that can be used as teaching media. The 
teacher can use educative cartoon film to help 
students improve their speaking in the 
classroom. Xiaoqiong and Xianxing (2008) 
write about the procedures of using cartoon 
film to teach EFL students. First, the teacher 
chooses a cartoon film for students based on 
context or the material that they are going to 
learn to be presented in the classroom along 
with the transcription on the film presented. 
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Before the teaching and learning activity 
begins, the teacher may elicit students’ 
attention by asking some questions, for 
example about what film they like, what the 
material that is going to be presented, and so 
on. They add that the teacher may give the 
introduction or state what they are going to do 
to make the students aware of the teaching 
learning activity. Second, the students are 
asked to carefully watch the film and try to 
understand the film. The teacher may repeat 
the film in order to make the students more 
understand about what story presented, or 
what the characters in the film are talking 
about. Finally, the teacher guides the students 
to find the information presented in the film 
by asking the students some questions related 
to the story given to see how educative 
cartoon film elicit students’ participation in 
teaching and learning process. They assert 
that the teacher can also ask the students to 
pay attention to the language that is used in 
the film and they are asked to repeat or 
reconstruct the dialogue that they have already 
heard from the film. Moreover, the teacher 
can ask students to retell the story that is 
featured in the film with their own words. 
The researcher offered to bring educative 
cartoon film to the classroom because it is one 
of the authentic media that might help the 
students focus in the learning activity so they 
will perform well in speaking. Educative 
cartoon film presents interesting and attractive 
scenes that might activate the students’ 
interest and focus on watching the film. 
Moreover, it provides the real life practice in 
speaking, so the students might be motivated 
to perform well in speaking. Beside, educative 
cartoon film might help the teacher to teach in 
the classroom as it is a supporting media 
brought into the classroom to encourage 
students to speak. 
Even though there has been previous 
research on the use of cartoon film with 
experimental design that said that using 
cartoon as the media could improve students’ 
speaking skill (Rasyid, 2014), there has not 
any research on the use of educative cartoon 
film to improve students’ speaking. Therefore, 
the purpose of this research is to know how 
educative cartoon film improves students’ 
speaking. So, the researcher intended to 
conduct the research using educative cartoon 
film to improve students’ speaking with 
classroom action research. The research is 
expected that educative cartoon film can be 
used as media to facilitate the students to 
improve their speaking. 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
The researcher chose classroom action 
research design to conduct this research. 
According to Ferrance (2000), action research 
is a philosophical practice that allows for 
investigation and discussion. It is a 
collaborative activity among social group to 
search for solutions to everyday’s problems 
experienced in schools, or to look for ways to 
develop teaching and enhance students’ 
achievement. She adds that action research 
allows the researchers to concentrate on the 
problems that are closest to them which they 
can reveal some influences and make changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture 1. The Process of Classroom 
Action Research 
 
There are four stages in classroom action 
research. Each cycle consists of four stages, 
namely planning, acting, observing, and 
reflecting. In this research, the researcher 
carried out these stages in teaching learning 
activity. In planning stage, the researcher as 
the collaborator and the teacher identified the 
problem and discussed the lesson plan that 
was going to be used for teaching and learning 
activity. The researcher also prepared the 
tools needed in this research such as the media 
offered, observation checklists, and field 
notes. In acting stage, the teacher taught in the 
classroom using the lesson plan that was 
already prepared by the researcher while the 
researcher did her job as the observer in the 
 Planning 
Observing Reflecting 
   Acting 
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classroom. In observing stage, the researcher 
as the observer observed what was happening 
during teaching and learning activity, such as 
teacher’s activity and students’ activity. Then 
the researcher analyzed the data collected 
during the teaching and learning activity in 
the classroom. Finally in reflecting stage, the 
researcher with the teacher reflected the data 
that was already analyzed and described. Then 
the researcher and the teacher decided 
whether there should be next cycle or not. 
This research was conducted to the tenth 
grade students of Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 2 
Pontianak. The subjects of this research were 
the students in class X MIPA 4 which 
consisted of 38 students. The researcher used 
observation for technique of data collection. 
The observation was used to describe the 
students and the teacher’s activity during the 
teaching and learning process using educative 
cartoon film. 
In this research, the researcher used some 
tools such as observation checklists, field 
notes, and speaking performance as the 
secondary data. Observation checklist was 
used for gathering all the data during the 
teaching and learning process using educative 
cartoon film. It was done by the researcher to 
observe students’ and teacher’s activity in the 
classroom. The researcher gave the checklist 
on each of the indicators of the criterion and 
see whether it is fulfilled or not. Field notes 
were used to note down all the important 
things that was needed to be observed during 
the teaching and learning process, such as 
teacher’s interaction, students’ interaction, 
and how educative cartoon film affect 
students’ improvement of their speaking. 
Speaking performance was used as secondary 
data to see students’ performance in speaking 
in front of the classroom after they are being 
served with educative cartoon film. In each 
cycle, the teacher played the educative 
cartoon film and then asked the students to 
present the story in front of the class 
individually. Speaking performance of the 
students was observed and described by the 
researcher. The description of speaking 
performance was used to know whether the 
changing behavior affects students’ 
improvement in their speaking in front of the 
class. 
Furthermore, the researcher used 
qualitative data to analyze the result. The 
researcher analyzed the qualitative data by 
using constant comparative method. It is used 
to explain the data by categorizing the data 
into groups of substance or meaning (Glaser, 
1965). In this research, the researcher 
categorized the data based on the students’ 
activity, teacher’s activity, and how educative 
cartoon film improves students’ speaking. 
Then, the researcher described the data to see 
if there was a changing behavior and how it 
affected students’ improvement in speaking. 
Finally, the researcher reflected the result of 
data analysis from observational checklist, 
field notes, and speaking performance to 
decided whether educative cartoon film 
improved students’ speaking or not. When 
there was no behavior change in the result 
during the teaching and the learning process, 
the researcher and the teacher discussed the 
plan for the next cycle by revising the 
previous plan to solve the problem that 
happened in the first cycle. The result of 
behavior change is seen when the students 
were focused and enthusiastic during the 
teaching and learning process, did not stutter 
anymore, and displayed less tension when 
performing in front of the class. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
This research was conducted in two cycles. 
Based on the result of observation checklists, 
field notes, and speaking performances, 
students’ enthusiasm and confidence 
improved after they were being taught by 
using educative cartoon film. Educative 
cartoon film improved students’ enthusiasm 
as it is the other supporting media brought in 
the classroom. The students were more 
focused in the teaching learning process as 
they were served with the media offered in the 
classroom. Educative cartoon film improved 
students’ confidence to speak on the 
discussion by the help of the teacher by 
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guiding the students on how to answer or ask 
the questions related to the story presented in 
the film. Besides, the students’ confidence to 
speak individually improved as they did not 
stutter anymore and displayed less tension 
when performing in front of the class by the 
help of the teacher to give and model the 
instruction on how the students should 
perform in front of the class. Moreover, 
educative cartoon can be used as the 
additional teaching media to support the 
teaching learning process in the classroom. 
Below explanations were the findings based 
on the specific formulations. 
1. Educative Cartoon Film Improved 
Students’ Enthusiasm 
The students’ enthusiasm improved in 
the teaching and learning process when the 
teacher brought educative cartoon film in the 
classroom. Educative cartoon film improved 
students’ enthusiasm as it is the other 
supporting media brought to the classroom. 
The result can be seen in the first to second 
cycle when the students were enthusiastic in 
the teaching and learning process as they were 
served with media offered. In this research, 
before the students were asked to watch the 
film, the teacher played the sound of the film 
and asked the students to match the story with 
the picture given. The students were 
enthusiastic in this activity as they were 
listened to the sound very carefully and took 
turns to match the story with the picture 
given. After they matched the story with the 
picture, the teacher played the whole film for 
the students to watch. The students watched 
the film very carefully as they did not make 
any sounds when watching the film.  
While the students were focused on 
watching the film, they sometimes laughed 
when they found something amusing in the 
film. But after that, the students kept on 
watching the film very carefully without 
making any noise. The students paid attention 
on the explanation given by the teacher 
because the teacher gave the students the 
transcription of the film presented along with 
the material and tasks that they were going to 
do. Besides, teacher also went around the 
classroom when explaining the material to 
make sure if the students were focused during 
the teaching learning process. Moreover, 
when the teacher asked them about what 
cartoon film they liked, the students got 
excited to answer their favorite cartoon. At the 
end of the teaching learning activity, the 
teacher helped the students to summarize the 
lesson by asking the students about their 
opinion and their feeling when they were 
being taught using educative cartoon film. In 
this activity, the students were excited to 
deliver their opinion saying that it was 
refreshing to watch the film rather that just 
learning the material only with the course 
book. 
 
2. Educative Cartoon Film Improved 
Students’ Confidence 
The students’ confidence on speaking in 
the discussion and performing in front of the 
class improved by bringing educative cartoon 
film. Students’ confidence on speaking in the 
discussion improved by the help of the teacher 
to guide the students on how to ask or answer 
the questions related to the story in the film. 
In cycle 1, the teacher only asked the students 
to answer the teacher’s questions after she 
played the film. However in cycle 2, the 
teacher helped the students on how to answer 
and ask the questions after she played the 
film. This action encouraged the students as 
they did not hesitate anymore to join the 
discussion as the whole class with the teacher. 
The students’ confidence on performing 
their speaking in front of the class improved 
by the help of the teacher to give the clear 
instruction and model the instruction on how 
the students should perform in front of the 
class. In cycle 1, the teacher only wrote the 
instruction with guided questions without 
modeling it and it made some students were 
still confused on how they should perform in 
front of the class. However in cycle 2, the 
teacher gave the students guided statement 
instead of guided questions and modeled the 
instruction on how to perform in front of the 
class. This action made the students confident 
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as they did not stutter and displayed less 
tension when performing in front of the class. 
Moreover, the students who were not 
performing applauded their friends after 
he/she was done with their performance. 
Furthermore, the students were enthusiastic to 
come to the front of the class without having 
the teacher to ask them first to come to the 
front of the class. 
 
3. Educative Cartoon Film as Supporting 
Teaching Media 
Educative cartoon film can be the 
supporting media to teaching English in the 
classroom. Educative cartoon film can help 
the teacher to gain the students’ focus during 
the teaching and learning process. As 
happened during the teaching learning 
process, the students watched the film very 
carefully because they found it as the other 
supporting media brought to the classroom 
beside the book that the teacher always use. 
As the result, the students were more focused 
and paid more attention to the lesson given. 
 
Discussion  
Based on the finding of the research, it 
showed that the students’ behavior changed 
during the teaching and learning process using 
educative cartoon film. The behavior change 
on students’ enthusiasm, focus, and 
improvement in their speaking supports the 
previous study by Bahrani and Sim (2012) 
about the effect of audiovisual news, cartoons, 
and films as the sources of authentic language 
input and language proficiency enhancement 
that stated that cartoon films create low 
affective filter environment and increase 
motivation on boosting language 
development. Moreover, cartoon films are not 
only served to entertain the students, but also 
served as language input to improve students’ 
proficiency in speaking. 
Another finding was the students 
sometimes laugh when they watched the film 
and continued to focus on watching the film. 
As happened in the teaching and learning 
process after the students were served with 
educative cartoon film, they seemed to engage 
in watching the film because they laughed 
when they found some amusing parts in the 
film. It is in line with the psychological aspect 
stated by Wasilewska (2016) that said that if 
the students laugh when watching the film, it 
creates a great, positive atmosphere in the 
classroom and encourages students to come 
more enthusiastically. As the result, the 
students improved their speaking performance 
in front of the class. The students were no 
longer afraid to come to the front of the class 
to perform their speaking. They even 
enthusiastically came to the class before the 
teacher asked them to come first. The students 
also did not stutter anymore and displayed 
less tension while performing in front of the 
class. The other students who were not 
performing showed more attention to their 
friend performing in front of the class. They 
even praised their friend by applauding them 
after they were done their performance. 
The students were confident to speak in 
the discussion after the teacher encouraged 
them to speak. This finding related to 
Derakhsan, Khalili, and Baheshti (2016) that 
state that the teacher has to create appropriate 
environment to encourage EFL students to 
take part in speaking. That is why in this 
research, the teacher encouraged and helped 
the students to take part in speaking in the 
discussion by helping them in answering the 
question eliciting by the teacher or asking 
something they wanted to know.  
The surprising findings in applying 
educative cartoon film as teaching media in 
the teaching and learning activity include 
some weaknesses using educative cartoon 
film in the classroom. The weaknesses found 
during this research were the sound of the film 
and the material presented in the film. The 
researcher found that not all the film has a 
clear sound, even though it is played by the 
speaker. Furthermore, not all educative 
cartoon film presents the material that 
matches with the material taught in the 
classroom. Although there were still 
weaknesses in using media offered, both the 
teacher and the students could still use this 
media to teaching and learning speaking. 
Hamalik (as cited in Aziz and Sulich, 
2016) states that cartoon film gives better 
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understanding for the students because it 
provides authentic language that the teacher 
cannot do. In this research, it is proved that 
educative cartoon film made students focused, 
enthusiastic, and performed better in 
speaking. By using educative cartoon film in 
the classroom, the students could know the 
authentic language used in the film and come 
more enthusiastically as they watched and 
heard the way the narrator talks in the film. 
Besides, the story presented in the film could 
give them ideas in constructing what they 
were going to speak. Based on the result on 
how educative cartoon film improves 
students’ speaking, it was concluded that the 
media offered improved students’ speaking. It 
means that the research question is answered.  
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Referring to the discussion in this 
research, the researcher proposed the 
agreement towards the use of educative 
cartoon film in improving students’ speaking. 
Educative cartoon film can be used as 
teaching media to teach speaking. It is used to 
help the students in getting their attention to 
the lesson given and improving their speaking 
performances to be fluently and with less 
tension. Through educative cartoon film, the 
students can learn how to construct the idea 
and then speak it confidently in front of other 
people.  
Based on the finding of the research, it 
could be concluded that the use of educative 
cartoon film in improving students’ speaking 
does not always be appropriate and always 
worked well. The teacher needs to be selective 
in choosing the film based on the material 
taught. Also, the students need someone to 
guide them while in teaching and learning 
activity, especially in speaking confidently in 
front of the class. There are many media, 
technique, and strategy that can help students 
to improve their speaking. Educative cartoon 
film is one of the media to improve students’ 
speaking. By using this media, the students 
need to be more focus and confident when 
they speak in the classroom. 
 
Suggestions 
In reference to the research findings, the 
researcher wrote suggestions to the part in 
improving students’ speaking by using 
educative cartoon film as follows: (1) before 
bringing educative cartoon film to the class, 
the teacher is suggested to check the sound of 
the film first and select the appropriate 
content of the film. As happened during the 
research process, the researcher found that not 
all the film has a clear sound, even though it is 
played by the speaker, so the teacher has to 
check the sound first before bringing it into 
the classroom. The teacher also can download 
it first and having final check to the sound 
with the speaker to make sure everyone in the 
classroom able to listen to the sound of the 
film. Furthermore, not all educative cartoon 
films present the material that matches with 
the material taught in the classroom. The 
teacher can only select the media offered for a 
certain material, for example if the material 
that is going to be taught is narrative, then the 
teacher has to choose educative cartoon film 
that presents narrative; (2) educative cartoon 
film is the media that can help students to 
improve their speaking. In order to be able to 
improve their speaking, the students are 
suggested to be focused on watching the film 
in the teaching and learning process. Hence, 
the students are recommended to use this 
media as a model to help to speak confidently. 
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